
Class:7 CIVICS

CH 1.THECONSTITUTIONOFINDIA

A.Tickthecorrectoption.

1.OurcountrywasruledbytheBritishfornearly________years.

a.Threehundred

b.Fourhundred

c.Twohundred

d.Onehundred

2.TheconstitutionofindependentIndiacameintoforceon_________.

a.26January1949

b.26January1950

c.26January1948

d.26January1951

3.__________wasthechairmanoftheDraftingCommittee.

a.Dr.B.R.Ambedkar

b.Dr.RajendraPrasad

c.SardarVallabhaiPatel

d.Pt.JawaharlalNehru

4.Originally,ourConstitutionhad395Articlesand_____schedules.

a.5

b.9

c.7

d.8

5.ThePreambleofourConstitutiondeclaresIndiatobe________state.

a.Soverign



b.Secular

c.Socialist

d.Allofthese

6.Inourcountry,the__________istherealheadofstate.

a.President

b.VicePresident

c.PrimeMinister

d.Noneofthese

B.Fillintheblanks:

1.OurConstitutionisthefundamentallawofthecountry.

2.IttookalmostthreeyearstoprepareourConstitution.

3.Dr.RajendraPrasadandPt.JawaharlalNehruweretwoprominent

membersoftheConstituentAssembly.

4.Ourcountrybecamearepublicintheyear1950.

5.OurConstitutionisaniceblendofrigidityandflexiblity.

C.Matchthefollowing:

(Answers)

1.Dr.RajendraPrasad - FirstPresidentofIndia

2.Fraternity - BrotherhoodamongallIndians

3.BritishConstitution - Unwritten

4.PrimeMinister - Realheadofstate

5.RighttoEquality - AFundamentalRight

D.Writeinbrief:

1.WhendidtheConstitutionofIndiacomeintoforce?



Ans.TheConstitutionofIndiacameintoforceon26January1950.

2.WhendidIndiaachieveIndependence?

Ans.Indiaachievedindependenceon15thofAugust1947.

3.WhowasthepresidentoftheConstituentAssembly?

Ans.Dr.RajendraPrasadwasthePresidentoftheConstituentAssembly.

4.WhowasthechairmanoftheDraftingCommittee?

Ans.Dr.B.R.AmbedkarwasthechairmanoftheDraftingCommittee.

5.Nametwocountriesfrom whichcertainprincipleshavebeenadoptedin

ourConstitution.

Ans.From U.S.AandU.K (orIreland)certainprincipleshavebeenadoptedin

ourConstitution.

6.WhowasthefirstPresidentofIndianRepublic?

Ans.Dr.RajendraPrasadwasthefirstpresidentofIndianRepublic.

7.WhowasthefirstPrimeMinisterofIndianRepublic?

Ans.Pt.JawaharlalNehruwasthefirstPrimeMinisterofIndianRepublic.

8.MentionthreekindsofjusticemainlyenlistedinthePreamble.

Ans.ThreekindsofjusticemainlyenlistedinthePreamblearesocialjustice,

economicjusticeandpoliticaljustice.

9.WhatdoyoumeanbyUniversalAdultFranchise?

Ans.UniversalAdultFranchisemeansthatallcitizensofthecountrywhohave

attainedtheageof18yearsorabovehavetherighttovoteandchoosetheir

representativeforthegovernment,irrespectiveofcaste,religion,genderor

status.

10.WhatdoyoumeanbytheParliamentarySystem?

Ans.Parliamentaryform ofgovernmentisbothatthecentreandinthestates.

ThecentralgovernmentisanswerabletotheParliamentwhichconsistsofthe

LokSabhaandRajyaSabha.Likewise,astategovernmentisanswerableto

thestatelegislatureconsistingoftheVidhanSabhaandVidhanParishad.

PresidentisthenominalheadofstateandthePrimeMinisteristherealhead

ofstate.



E.Answerindetail:

1.Whatdoyouunderstandbythe‘Constitution‘?Whataretheobjectivesof

theConstitution?

Ans.Theterm Constitutionmaybedefinedasabodyofrulesandlaws

accordingtowhichacountryisgoverned.

TheobjectivesoftheConstitutionaretosecuretoallitscitizens:

Justice–social,economicandpolitical

Liberty–ofthought,expression,belief,faithandworship.

Equality–ofstatusandopportunity

Fraternity–assuringbrotherhoodamongall.

2.WritewhatyouknowabouttheConstituentAssembly.

Ans.TheConstitutionofIndiawaspreparedbyabodycalledtheConstituent

Assembly.TheConstituentAssemblyhadmanymemberswhohailedfrom

differentpoliticalparties,communitiesandregions.Someprominent

memberswereDr.RajendraPrasad,Pt.JawaharlalNehru,MaulanaAbul

Kalam Azad,SardarVallabhaiPatel,SarojiniNaiduandDr.B.R.Ambedkar.

3.WhywastheDraftingCommitteesetup?

Ans.TheDraftingCommitteewassetupbytheConstituentAssemblyto

preparethedraftoftheIndianConstitutionunderthechairmanshipofDr.B.R.

Ambedkar.

Theykeptinmindthevastnessanddiversityregardingculture,language,

religionandthehistoryofthecountry.Theyalsostudiedthesalientfeatures

oftheConstitutionofothercountrieslikeU.S.A,U.KandIrelandandincluded

thegoodfeaturesfrom theseConstitutionsinpreparingthedraftofour

Constitution.

4.WhatisthePreambleofourConstitution?Whatdoesitstate?

Ans.ThePreambleofourConstitutionisashortintroductiontothe

Constitution.Hence,itislikeaprefaceofabook.Itshedslightonthesource,

nature,aimsandobjectivesofourconstitution.

ThePreamblebeginswiththewords.‘WethepeopleofIndiaanddefinesthe

Indianstateasasoverign,socialist,secular,democratic,republicandsecure

toallitscitizensjustice,liberty,equalityandfraternity.



5.Whatdoyouunderstandbythewordssoverign,socialistandsecular?

Ans.Soverignmeansfreefrom foreignpower.ItmeansIndiaisan

independentnationandnocountrycaninterfereinherinternalandexternal

affairs.

Socialistprovidesequalopportunitiestoallthecitizensofthecountryinall

thefieldsandeliminateinequalityregardingincomeandstatus.

SecularmeansthattheIndianstatedoesnotsupportanyparticularreligion.

6.WriteaboutthefeaturesofourConstitution.

Ans.ThefeaturesoftheIndianConstitutionareasfollows:

 WrittenConstitution–TheIndianConstitutionisawrittendocument

unliketheBritishConstitution.

 LongestConstitution–TheIndianconstitutionisthelengthiest

constitutionintheworld.Itisalsothemostdetailedintheentireworld.

Originallyithad395Articlesand8schedules.Itisdividedintomany

differentparts.

 BothRigidandFlexible–SomepartsofourConstitutioncanbeeasily

changedoramendedbyourParliamentariansintheIndianParliament

viaasimplemajority.

 FederalForm ofGovernment–Boththecentralgovernmentandstate

governmentgovernsthecountryandthereisalsocleardivisionof

powersbetweenthecentralgovernmentandthestategovernment.

 ParliamentarySystem –thecentralgovernmentisanswerabletothe

ParliamentwhichconsistsoftheLokSabhaandtheRajyaSabha.

Likewise,astateisanswerabletothestatelegislatureconsistingofthe

VidhanSabhaandVidhanParishad.ThePresidentisthenominalhead

ofthestatewhereasthePrimeMinisteristherealheadofstate.

 FundamentalRights–OurConstitutionguaranteesanumberofbasic

rightstoalltheIndianstoleadadignifiedlife.Ifanyviolationoccurs

regardingafundamentalright,itcanberestoredviathelawcourts.

 DirectivePrinciplesofStatePolicy–TheyarementionedinPartIVof

ourconstitutionandweretakenfrom theIrishConstitution.The

DirectivePrinciplesactasguidingprinciplesofpolicymakingforthe

government.



 SingleCitizenship–WeareallthecitizensofIndiasincewewereall

bornherei.e.inIndia.TheConstitutionofIndiaprovidesforasingle

commoncitizenshiptoallIndians.Wecannothavecitizenshipofthe

stateasincaseofU.S.citizens.

 UniversalAdultFranchise–Itmeansthatalladultcitizensofthe

countrywhohaveattainedtheageof18yearsorabovehavetheright

tovoteandchoosetheirrepresentativesforthegovernments,

irrespectiveofcatse,religion,genderorstatus.

F.Snapshot.

1.Identifythebuilding.

Ans.ParliamentofIndia.

2.Whereisitlocated?

Ans.ItislocatedinNewDelhi.

3.Whatisthesignificanceofthebuilding?

Ans.Parliamentconsistsoftwohouses–LokSabhaandRajyaSabhawhose

membersareelectedtomakelawsforacountryanddiscussnationalaffairs.

NEW WORDS

Tyrannical–Markedbyunjustseverityorarbitrarybehaviour.

Draft–Afirstorpreliminaryform ofanywriting,subjecttorevision,copying

etc.

Salient–Prominent.

Propagate–Tospread.

Codify–Toorganiseorcollectanotherlaws,rules,procedures,etcintoa

system or

Code.

Convention–Arule,methodorpracticeestablishedbyusage;custom.

Gauged–Determined.

Nominal–Existinginnameonly.
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